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April is a month dedicated to raising awareness about sexual violence and 

increasing the public’s understanding about sexual violence in our society. 

It also provides opportunities for the community to be directly involved in 

supporting victims and survivors, their families, and organizations that pro-

vide crisis intervention throughout the year. Sexual violence prevention re-

quires many voices and roles. Prevention is possible and we all can make a 

difference.  

Victims of Sexual Violence: Statistics 

On average, there are 321,500 victims (age 12 or older) 

of rape and sexual assault each year in the United 

States.  

https://hydecounty-hotline.org/
https://www.facebook.com/HydeCountyHotline/?ref=bookmarks


Sexual Violence Can Have Long-Term Effects on Victims 

The likelihood that a person suffers suicidal or depressive thoughts increases after sexu-
al violence. 

¶ 94% of women who are raped experience symptoms of post-traumatic stress disorder 
(PTSD) during the two weeks following the rape. 
¶ 30% of women report symptoms of PTSD 9 months after the rape. 
¶ 33% of women who are raped contemplate suicide. 
¶ 13% of women who are raped attempt suicide. 
¶ Approximately 70% of rape or sexual assault victims experience moderate to severe dis-
tress, a larger percentage than for any other violent crime. 
People who have been sexually assaulted are more likely to use drugs than the gen-
eral public. 

¶ 3.4 times more likely to use marijuana 

¶ 6 times more likely to use cocaine 
¶ 10 times more likely to use other major 
drugs 
Sexual violence also affects victimsΩ rela-
tionships with their family, friends, and co-
workers. 

¶ 38% of victims of sexual violence experi-
ence work or school problems, which can 
include significant problems with a boss, 
coworker, or peer. 
¶ 37% experience family/friend problems, including getting into arguments more frequent-
ly than before, not feeling able to trust their family/friends, or not feeling as close to them as 
before the crime. 
¶ 84% of survivors who were victimized by an intimate partner experience professional or 
emotional issues, including moderate to severe distress, or increased problems at work or 
school. 
¶ 79% of survivors who were victimized by a family member, close friend or acquaintance 
experience professional or emotional issues, including moderate to severe distress, or in-
creased problems at work or school. 
67% of survivors who were victimized by a stranger experience professional or emotional is-

sues, including moderate to severe distress, or increased problems at work or school. 

Source 

https://www.rainn.org/statistics


Hyde County Hotline 
Crisis Intervention, Advocacy and Prevention 

Confidentiality Emergency Shelter 

24 Hour Crisis Line 252-925-2500 
  PO Box 335                   Tel: (252-)925-2502 

  Engelhard, NC 27824                  Fax: (252)925-2501 

 

    WHAT WE DO 

¶ Crisis Intervention 

¶ Domestic and Sexual Violence Advocacy 

¶ Human Trafficking Advocacy 

¶ Survivor Services 

¶ Safe Shelter 

¶ Support Groups 

¶ Referrals 

¶ Programs Presentations 

¶ Participates with DSS Work First Program 

 

 

 

 

We serve victims of sexual victimization, domestic violence and 

human trafficking  and we do not discriminate regardless of race, 

color, sex or sexual orientation. 

 



Who are the victims of sex trafficking? óLook around,ô experts say, 

theyôre everywhere 

Domestic sex trafficking is everywhere, but unseen 

So, if sex trafficking is so common, why is it so hard to see? 

In part, itôs by design. 

Dawn Ferrer, director of  A Safe Place, had seen hundreds of victims come through the non-profit, 
which is dedicated to helping the victims of sex trafficking. 

ñTheyôre the most vulnerable, the most vulnerable people in our communities,ò Ferrer said. 

The factors that make victims vulnerable put them at the edge of community, estranged or closed off 

from the support networks of family, friends, and neighbors. 

ñThe things that put you at risk — someone who has been in the foster care system, prior sexual 

abuse, usually as a child, domestic violence victims, developmental disabilities, single parent family, 

just poverty, people in any kind of domestic situation, having a parent in prison – low self-esteem, sub-

stance abuse,ò Ferrer. 

These risk factors make victims, mostly but not exclusively female, feel alone, which allows traffickers 

to prey on them; recruiting them into sexual exploitation through relationships that often arenôt violent 

— at least not initially. Instead, traffickers often serve as the only human connection victims have.  

Another factor is the internet. 

Contôd on next page 

 

https://www.asafeplacetogo.com/


Even Polaris, the nationwide non-profit which 

runs the National Human Trafficking Hotline, 

funded by the U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, features a photo of stiletto 

heels casting a shadow across the pavement on 

its sex-trafficking page, a noir-ish image that 

implies a ñstreetwalker.ò But while there is still prostitution activity on the streets of Wilmington, itôs 

nothing compared to the amount of illegal sexual commerce that takes place online. 

The internet means Johns and pimps can meet anywhere, anytime, out of sight. It also means the vic-

tims of sex trafficking arenôt spending their time walking the street. So where are they, and how can 

law enforcement agencies, health workers, and ordinary people spot them? 

For Entire Article  Click: Part One: We have a sex-trafficking problem. The numbers 

donôt begin to tell the story 

Part two: Who are the victims of sex trafficking? óLook around,ô experts say, 

theyôre everywhere  

Sex trafficking predates the internet – some would say by thousands of years – but the internet has 

certainly had a profound change on the way traffickers recruit victims, as well as on the way the com-

mercial sex trade works. The notorious Backpage.com was shut down by a federal joint-agency effort 

in April, but traffickers rapidly moved to new sites, many operating on servers outside of U.S. jurisdic-

tion. 

Detective Allison Jahreis, who handles sex trafficking cases for the Wilmington Police Department, 

said she still runs into the misconception that the victims of sex trafficking are ñwalking the street.ò 

ñPeople think itôs market street but itôs everywhere,ò Jahreis said. ñAnytime there are hotels, thereôs 

that — but itôs arranged online. And it could just as well be somebodyôs house. It could be in a subur-

ban home. It can be everywhere.ò 

https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/sex-trafficking
https://polarisproject.org/human-trafficking/sex-trafficking
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2018/12/03/part-one-we-have-a-sex-trafficking-problem-the-numbers-dont-begin-to-tell-the-story/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2018/12/03/part-one-we-have-a-sex-trafficking-problem-the-numbers-dont-begin-to-tell-the-story/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2018/12/04/part-two-who-are-the-victims-of-sex-trafficking-how-did-they-end-as-victims/
https://portcitydaily.com/local-news/2018/12/04/part-two-who-are-the-victims-of-sex-trafficking-how-did-they-end-as-victims/


OUR MISSION 

The purpose of Hyde County Hotline, Inc. is to work to eliminate domestic abuse, sexual              

victimization and Human Trafficking and provide safe shelter in Hyde County, North Carolina 

through the collaborative efforts of a compassionate community. We promote  dignity, respect and 

safety at home resulting in safer communities. 

Thank you to the family Violence Prevention Services Program                                                                 

US DHHS, and NC Council for Women for financial support. 

 

Support Hyde County Hotline. 

When you shop at smile.amazon.com, 

Amazon donates. 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-4410673  

https://smile.amazon.com/ch/27-4410673?fbclid=IwAR1WfzvnJhyDUP8zBW2kkPCX0ydPUrQC4uVLXIvGYPJ3KCrtLge4gNlrW3M

